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in South Florida. The challenge of protecting 
against potential threats to security in Florida 
is unique due to the state’s extensive coast-
line, vigorous international trade, and pas-
senger cruise activities. Our geography dic-
tates that we must be prepared as a front-line 
homeland defense point against terrorism, as 
well as illegal immigration and drug trafficking. 

Florida seaports represent some of the busi-
est bulk cargo and container ports in the na-
tion, and improved security at our seaports is 
critical for protection of the state’s citizens and 
millions of visitors, as well as the state’s con-
tinued economic vitality. 

The treat of terrorism and other crimes to 
Florida seaports is well documented. A 1999 
state-commissioned study found that the Flor-
ida port are highly vulnerable and rec-
ommended comprehensive security plans at 
each Florida seaport. In 2002, the State of 
Florida enacted legislation mandating that 
such action be undertaken. 

As the Chairman of the Florida Congres-
sional Delegation, I am pleased that this bill 
does not penalize the Florida ports that have 
been pro-active in taking the necessary steps 
to improve security. A shining example of such 
a port is Port Everglades in my district. Even 
before September 11, Port Everglades has 
laid out a comprehensive security improve-
ment plan. Since that day, the port has expe-
dited its efforts, turning a 48 month plan to im-
prove security into an impressive, 18 month, 
$37 million plan that is now near completion. 
I commend the Broward County Board of 
County Commissioners for their foresight. The 
fine work they’ve done should serve as a 
model for ports around the nation. 

As one of the first Members of Congress to 
introduce comprehensive seaport security leg-
islation, along with my friend and colleague 
Senator BOB GRAHAM, I am gratified that we 
are finally completing our work on this most 
important issue. It is overdue.

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support the U.S. Coast Guard’s Armed Drug 
Interdiction (HITRON) Mission. The HITRON 
Mission is a unique and important weapon in 
the arsenal against illegal drugs and counter-
terrorism. The MH–68A armed helicopter, 
which was designed, assembled and main-
tained in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is an in-
tegral part of the HITRON mission. I thank the 
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. COBLE, for 
his leadership on this matter. The gentleman 
from North Carolina and I have been deeply 
concerned that the short-term lease for the 
MH–68A expires in January of 2003, poten-
tially jeopardizing the HITRON mission if the 
lease is not extended in a timely fashion. The 
Integrated Coast Guard Systems Group 
(ICGS—led by Lockheed Martin-Northup 
Grumman) has recommended the Coast 
Guard fashion a permanent Deep Water air-
borne use of force (AUF) program and test a 
heavier multipurpose helicopter for the drug 
and terrorist intervention mission. While this is 
certainly a reasonably approach, there must 
be no interruption in the program before a per-
manent fleet is fully deployed. I am pleased 
that the Coast Guard has agreed that there 
must be no interruption and is executing the 
lease extension. I join in congratulating the 
Coast Guard on a successful program.

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the conference report. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
The conference report was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the conference report on S. 1214. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WHITFIELD) at 11 o’clock 
and 10 minutes p.m. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4628, 
INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2003 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any 
time to consider the conference report 
to accompany H.R. 4628; that all points 
of order against the conference report 
and against its consideration be 
waived; and that the conference report 
be considered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WHITFIELD). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 

the unanimous consent request, I call 
up the conference report on the bill 
(H.R. 4628) to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2003 for intelligence and 
intelligence-related activities of the 
United States Government, the Com-
munity Management Account, and the 
Central Intelligence Agency Retire-
ment and Disability System, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of today, 
the conference report is considered as 
read. 

(For conference report and state-
ment, see prior proceedings of the 
House of today.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS) and 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. GOSS). 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to present 
the conference report for the fiscal 
year 2003 intelligence authorization 
bill. I believe that hard work and care-
ful deliberation have produced a com-
prehensive bill that funds the critically 
important work of our intelligence 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the events over the past 
year remind us just how critical the in-
telligence community work is. As has 
been the longstanding custom of the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, this conference report is a bi-
partisan product which reflects admi-
rably on our committee’s members and 
its highly professional staff. I want to 
thank all involved. Because of the late 
hour of the evening, I am not going to 
enumerate all of the staffers and mem-
bers, but I think all of them will take 
satisfaction in knowing that we have 
had a good year. 

At this point, I would like to men-
tion one other important issue. With 
the conclusion of this conference, the 
committee will lose the talents of sev-
eral valued members: the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), who led 
our Subcommittee on Terrorism and 
Homeland Security, and put out actu-
ally the first report on the 
counterterrorism situation; the gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE), 
who led our Subcommittee on Tech-
nical and Tactical Intelligence and has 
dealt with some of the more chal-
lenging problems that confront the 
Committee on Intelligence; the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CONDIT) 
and the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
ROEMER) on the minority side, who 
have been heavily involved in some of 
the issues we will be talking about 
later; and in particular, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI), 
our esteemed ranking member. 

She will graduate, I am told, to ex 
officio status. It will be a fine gradua-
tion. We know she is nearby when we 
need her. The gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI) has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence work 
during her 10 years of service on the 
committee. Most notable, however, has 
been her determination to work collec-
tively to rebuild and reenergize our Na-
tion’s intelligence capabilities after 
the September 11 attacks. She has been 
willing to work energetically and effi-
ciently in a fashion that puts national 
security first before politics or par-
tisanship. I say to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. PELOSI), or 
Madam Leader, soon to be, we thank 
her very much for her efforts.

This conference report authorizes 
funds for fiscal year 2003 intelligence-
related activities, the Community 
Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and 
Disability System. 

I want to take a very short moment 
to highlight several provisions of the 
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